We report the preliminary results of an ongoing study of multiple sclerosis (MS) 
The occurrence of multiple sclerosis (MS) in childhood is now well established [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] . Until 1980 one hundred thirty six patients with MS below the age of 18 years have been described. The disease started in 129 of those below the age of 18 years, in 20 of them before puberty. Since then the number of reported cases has steadily increased.
Over the ten year period from 1980 to 1990 a total of 235 cases has been published, 176 with onset before the age of 18, in 43 patients before puberty (Table 1) . There are now a number of well documented cases where the first symptoms of MS occurred before the age of 5 years Brain Dev 1991; 13:410-6 [17-22] (Table 2) . Although the diagnosis of MS is in principle a clinical one, para clinical investigations including MR-imaging, studies of evoked responses (visual evoked potentials (VEP), brain stern acoustic evoked potentials (BAEP), somatosensory evoked responses (SER)) and of immunoglobulins of CSF have proved extremely valuable in the identification and monitoring of demyelinating disorders in childhood. Particularly the non-invasive magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) shows a high sensibility in detecting white-matter abnormalities in children with MS [23] [24] [25] [26] .
We report the results of an ongoing prospective study of childhood MS.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Fifteen patients, 11 female and 4 male children have been studied so far. Their age at onset of the disease ranged from 3 to 15 years (Fig 1) . They were further divided into a prepubertal and an adolescent group (Table 1) . Cranial
